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SANDFORD NEWS
Are You Affected By  Speeding
Through Sandford and Winscombe?
North Somerset Council will soon be consulting on
the Banwell Bypass plans.  Traffic from around
1900 new homes near Banwell,  plus diverted
traffic, will drive directly through Sandford, then
on  to Winscombe and Churchill, from 2024.
The Parish Council has asked for residents
views.on 20mph zones to reduce speeding.
Please email  your views about a 20mph traffic
scheme for Winscombe and Sandford to
Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council, or send
these by post.

A draft email, which can be changed or added to, is
below.   Please can each member of your household
email or send in their views as soon as possible to :
20mphzones@winscombeandsandford-pc.gov.uk
(Postal address: 20 mph zones, Parish Council
Office, 11 Sandford Road, Winscombe BS25 1JA )

Information about 20 mph and why we need speed
reduction is attached, and online at
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fal3zbxxptwv2rb/AA
CDG2qkNNXGUV7hjgZcCGCYa?dl=0
-------------------------------------------------------------
To Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council:
20mphzones@winscombeandsandford-pc.gov.uk
I support a 20 mph speed limit traffic scheme for
residential streets in both villages, and major streets
where walkers and cyclists are a major
consideration, for example the walking and cycling
routes to schools including Churchill Academy, and
streets with shops, nursing homes and retirement
facilities. I ask the Parish Council to :
1. apply to North Somerset Council for

consideration of a 20 mph speed limit traffic
scheme for residential streets in both villages,
and major streets where walkers and cyclists are
a major consideration ,  taking into account
government guidance on local speed limits in
Department for Transport Circular 1/2013 and
Local Traffic Note 1/2020

2. to consult me on any draft 20 mph scheme at an
early stage

3. to  apply  to North Somerset Council for
provision for specific improvements to roads in
and around Sandford and Winscombe,
including the provision of a 20mph road

scheme for residential streets in both villages,
and major streets where walkers and cyclists
are a major consideration, from the Housing
Infrastructure Fund funding of £97 m, these
improvements to be completed by 2024,
before the completion of the new road to
bypass the village of Banwell.  The
construction plans are being drawn up now,
so to be included in the plans there must be
provision agreed in detail now.

Name
Address
Email address
-----------------------------------------------------------

Sandford 20’s Plenty for Us
Head teacher Mrs Lorna Richardson is pictured
last week supporting the ‘20’s Plenty For Us’
message, in front of Sandford Primary School’s
‘20’s Plenty‘ banner, ‘Help our children walk and
cycle to school’, a  reminder to passing drivers to
keep their speed down and help keep children in
Sandford safe on our
roads.

Our local Police
Civilian Support
Officers have been out
and about encouraging
drivers to comply with
traffic restrictions in
Sandford, and have
posted photos
showing support for
20’s Plenty on their
Facebook page.

A new Facebook page
for  ‘Twenty’s Plenty
For Us North Somerset’  has been set up, which
is public.  Items and photos about traffic issues in
towns and villages across North Somerset can be
shared with other road safety campaigners
https://www.facebook.com/groups/14040839532
92502 so please do join in.

District Councillors have been invited to attend a
Zoom meeting hosted by the national Campaign
Manager for ‘20’s Plenty’ on 31st March.  It’s

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fal3zbxxptwv2rb/AACDG2qkNNXGUV7hjgZcCGCYa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fal3zbxxptwv2rb/AACDG2qkNNXGUV7hjgZcCGCYa?dl=0
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404083953292502
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404083953292502
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hoped that District Councillors will support a policy
and process review so as to bring in schemes across
North Somerset more quickly and cost-effectively.

Church Kneelers for Sale
All Saints heritage, extra comfy sturdy kneelers are
on offer, to help with those many outdoor and indoor
household tasks.  This from Llyn Callow:

Now the church has removed the pews we have a
number of burgundy coloured plain kneelers, on sale
at only £1 each, all money raised going to All Saints
church fund.  I have a few of these, some outdoor
ones for gardening and some for inside use for those
cleaning jobs that require you kneeling down to
reach low spaces.  If you’d like a kneeler, please
contact Llyn and Tony Callow on 01934 823484.

I am also still making face masks, all proceeds to All
Saints Church.  If you need a new one, please ring
me on the number above. The masks cost £4, they
have three layers two cotton and one interfacing.
They are reusable, washable,all new fabric used,and
have adjustable elastic ear loops

A Plea For The Bees And Other
Insects
Please Avoid Harmful Insecticides And
Weedkillers
Spring is here, and many of us have been enjoying
getting out in the sunshine to tend our gardens.
When reaching for your gardening kit, or stocking up

at the garden centre, PLEASE remember to choose
products that don’t harm bees, ladybirds and other
insects, directly as insecticides, and indirectly as
weedkillers poisoning the plants they feed from.

Aphids can be removed from plants by hand, with a
strong jet of water, or a smaller amount of soapy
water.  There’s also a good range of wild-life
friendly products in most garden centres and shops.
 Bees and other insects have suffered huge declines
in numbers, due to pesticides, weedkillers like
glyphosate, and climate change. Some of the
chemicals used harm human health as well, with
cancer concerns about glyphosates.
Insects provide a food source for many birds,
amphibians, bats and reptiles while many  plants rely
on insects for pollination.  Without insects, wild
birds and other creatures will starve, and the veg and
flower plants you tend so carefully, and the fruit and
vegetables farmers tend for the food we eat, will not
be pollinated.

Sadly, advertisements for harmful insecticides and
herbicides are relentless and everywhere.

Chris Whitty, the unflappable and much respected
Chief Medical Officer for England advising the
government on Covid-19,  commented in an
interview that the link between lung cancer and
cigarette smoking was known and denied for a long
time by the tobacco industry, purely for reasons of
profit.  Perhaps that’s something we gardeners can
remember when we see the pricey insecticides and
weedkillers in shiny plastic containers, heavily
advertised from now on throughout the summer
months.

New Local Plan
Good news, possibly, for Sandford and the other
villages, on new large housing developments. –The
results of the ‘Choices’ consultation on locations for
new housing have been analysed, with the majority
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of residents backing ‘Urban intensification’, that is
large development in or near towns, and also
‘Preserving the Green Belt’.  A draft strategy was
voted in  by District Councillors at a meeting last
week:

‘Priority should be given to locating new residential
and mixed-use development in or close to urban
areas where there is an existing or proposed wide
range of facilities, services and jobs, and where there
are opportunities to encourage active travel,
particularly at locations which are currently or have
the potential to be well served by public transport.
 Employment opportunities should be encouraged at
accessible locations well located to the urban areas
and on sustainable transport corridors.  Residential
development in areas at risk of flooding should be
avoided outside the towns.

The amount of development at villages and in the
countryside should be minimised and should relate to
local community needs.’

Planning officers have until the next  committee
meeting in April to come up with more precise
locations for new housing.  It will be a difficult task
avoiding Green Belt, AONB and flood prone areas.

Electric Vehicle Charging Points
Send in your requests for new Electric Vehicle public
charging locations by Wednesday 31st March 2021,
to make your suggestions count, at
https://travelwest.info/electric-vehicles/charging-
points.

Nominations for residential locations for charge
point are particularly welcome .  So far, there are 26
publicly accessible charging bays across North
Somerset, with 14 more being developed..

Garden Waste Collections
The 10% early bird discount for garden waste
collection has been extended until Friday 16th April.
Sign up on line at URL: https://forms.n-
somerset.gov.uk/Waste/NewContainer

Update on the walking and cycling
routes from Winscombe and Sandford
to Churchill Academy and Sixth Form
Parents with children  attending Churchill Academy
who live  under 3 miles from the Academy along the
Winscombe/Sandford proposed route, shown on the
plan here, have been notified by letter that School
Transport will cease on the 28th May for them, if the
engineering works  planned for Sandmead Lane, and
the Public Right of Way from Sandford to Churchill
Green have been completed, and if  the Safety Audit
confirms there is now a safe route to walk between
Winscombe and Churchill Academy.

 Many of the parents  still have outstanding appeals
against withdrawal of School Transport for their
children awaiting responses, regarding the  distance
from their homes to the Academy, and and the safety
of the route. All those with distance appeals are
supposed to hear shortly, and will then have the
chance to appeal on the grounds of safety. Road
safety concerns have been raised about children
cycling along Station Road, Nye Road and
Sandmead.

https://travelwest.info/electric-vehicles/charging-points
https://travelwest.info/electric-vehicles/charging-points
https://forms.n-somerset.gov.uk/Waste/NewContainer
https://forms.n-somerset.gov.uk/Waste/NewContainer


A 20 mph traffic scheme to lower driving speeds through Winscombe and Sandford 

The Parish Council has asked for residents’ views on bringing in a 20 mph traffic scheme, and what 

streets we think should be covered, via the Occasional magazine.   There is an online Facebook 

survey, with one question, asking for a yes or no answer, about the possible cost.   Here are the 

answers to some questions  about this, with a suggested response to the Parish Council.   References 

for the answers are online at 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fal3zbxxptwv2rb/AACDG2qkNNXGUV7hjgZcCGCYa?dl=0 

Please consider sending the email response in Sandford News March 2021, attached, adding in your 

own comments, even if you have already contacted the Parish Council about this .  Paper copies of 

the email are available on request, so please tell any neighbours who are not on the internet.   

1. Why is the  Parish Council paying for a traffic scheme, and  not North Somerset Council ? 

Government funding cuts, and Covid-19,  mean local authorities have much less to spend.    There is 

no government funding specifically for  20 mph zones and limits across local authority areas, 

although government guidance on local speed limits has recommended these for built-up residential 

streets since 2013, backed by public health guidance. There is other government  funding which 

could be used, like Housing Infrastructure,  Active Travel, and Sustainable Travel funding.  

North Somerset Council policy is that the Council pays  for the traffic scheme survey by Highways, 

and  Town or  Parish Councils  pay for the traffic scheme itself.  It’s up to the individual Town and 

Parish Councils to apply for a traffic scheme, and when they apply.   S.106 money can be used to pay 

for the scheme, which is the money paid by developers when large developments go ahead, or 

Parish Council reserve funds, or money from the precept, which is the annual share the Parish 

Council gets from our council tax payments to North Somerset Council. 

2. Why is £24,000 being estimated as the cost?  

The Parish Council hasn’t explained this figure, but it is likely to be based on a comparison of costs 

paid by other parishes.  £24,000 works out at around  £5.00 a head, based on a population of around 

4,500, 3,000 people in Winscombe and 1,500 in Sandford.  This cost is for 20 mph zones, which have 

traffic calming like speed bumps and chicanes, and is a one-off cost. 

 20 mph limits are quicker and easier to put in, with signage and minimal traffic calming for wider 

areas.  They cost less than 20 mph zones.  20 mph limit schemes cost around £3 per head, so  the 

total cost for the parish would be around £13,500, again a one-off cost. 

3. When would the scheme happen, and how long would it take? 

North Somerset Council’s Corporate Plan aims to have 20 mph zones in Backwell and Wrington by 

March 2021, with one scheme a year after that. Wrington is still waiting for their scheme.  Several 

other Town and Parish Councils are ‘in the queue’ now, so it will be at least 4 years before our parish 

is considered for a scheme, even if the Parish Council puts in for one now. 

4. What about the Banwell Bypass, opening in 2024?   

There is a strong argument for the Parish Council  to ask for a road scheme for the parish, as part of 

the Banwell Bypass works funded by government Housing Infrastructure Fund money, or through a 

S.106 payment from the same development, as part of planning permission.    

This would mean Sandford and Winscombe would have some protection from the road safety and 

public health risks of much more  traffic from the Banwell Bypass traffic, before the Bypass opens in 

2024.  Barrow Gurney Parish Council, for example, had their traffic scheme paid for by Bristol Airport  

because of the heavy traffic through the village to and from the Airport. 



5. What are the advantages of having a traffic scheme reducing driver speeds through our 

villages?  

Higher speeds cost lives.  Traffic schemes, particularly 20 mph zones and limits in residential streets, 

slow down traffic.  

1. At 40 mph collisions,  31% of people of all ages  are killed, and 98% of over 60 year olds 

are killed 

2. At 30 mph 7% are killed, with 50% of over 60 year olds killed   

3. At 20 mph 1 % are killed, and 5% of over 60 year olds are killed.  

4. With 20mph limits instead of 30 mph in residential street, there are over 20% fewer 

casualties.  

5. Road traffic casualties mean 3,000 extra hospital admissions a day, straining NHS 

resources. 

6. Even low reductions in speeds saves lives. 1 mph reduction in speed  means a 6% 

reduction in collisions. 

Fear of traffic travelling at high speeds means people are less likely to walk and cycle, and more 

likely to use their car for short journeys.   

Better health :  Being physically inactive contributes to 1 in 6 deaths in the UK.  When people 

exercise more, there are lower risks of heart problems, diabetes, depression and dementia, helping 

maintain a healthy weight in all ages including children, and reducing falls and hip fractures in frail 

older people.  Walking and cycling are important ways of taking exercise, and increasing social 

contact with neighbours.  

Less ill health and deaths from air pollution.  Increased traffic means more air pollution.  Air 

pollution is linked to one in 19 UK deaths.  

20 mph  neighbourhoods are popular, good for local business and communities. 20 mph limits and 

zones have been brought in successfully across many other local authorities. Studies show they are 

even more popular with residents afterwards.  They increase footfall for local businesses, and 

encourage community spirit.  They have led to street play projects in some areas, where roads are 

closed to traffic temporarily on some days, to allow children to play out near their homes safely. 

Climate Emergency and Covid-19:  There is an urgent need to reduce the emissions from transport, 

and support community resilience after the Covid-19 pandemic.  20 mph road schemes help both. 

6. What should be considered in planning a scheme? 

• Data on collisions and casualties, conditions for vulnerable road users, impacts on 

walking and cycling, congestion and journey time reliability, environmental, 

community and quality of life impact, including emissions, noise, vibration, and 

costs.  

• The minimum length of a speed limit should not be less than 600 m to avoid too 

many changes of speed limit along the route. 

•  Comprehensive, early consultation of everyone affected by the 20 mph scheme is 

essential. 

7. What areas  in Winscombe and Sandford should be included in the scheme?  

• Major streets where walkers and cyclists are a major consideration, such as the walking and 

cycling routes to school, shopping streets, nursing homes. 

• residential streets in both villages.     


